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a Unfortunately, No Nore Notes! The Calfomia State Unicoialy Student Conduct Code prohibits students from selling class notes, and subjects ou 
ize for the 


violators to potential disciplinary action. Out of respect for this policy, Notehall does not offer its note gle services at = school. We apo 


inconvenience, and share your ee with this CSU poe decision. 


csU students banned from ee site 


Notehall gets cease- 
and-desist letter. 


By ANGELA RATZLAFF 
Contributing Writer 


Notehall.com, a note-sharing web- 


site owned by textbook rental company 
Chegg, shut down its service to Cal 


State University students after its par-. 


ent company received a cease-and-de- 
sist letter from the 23-campus system. 

The CSU Office of General Counsel 
sent a cease-and-desist letter to Note- 
hall on Jan. 4, citing violations of the 
California Education Code and the 
California Code of Regulation. 

Notehall.com allows students to buy 
and sell notes online. 

The letter asked the note-sharing 
website to stop selling and promoting 
its product in California and to stop 


marketing to CSU students. 

CSU students who attempt to reg- 
ister with the website receive an error 
message that discusses the CSU’s Stu- 
dent Conduct Code. , 

“Unfortunately, No More Notes! 
The California State University Stu- 
dent Conduct Code prohibits students 
from selling class notes, and subjects 
violators to potential disciplinary ac- 
tion,” the message read. “Out of re- 
spect for this policy, Notehall does not 
offer its note taking services at your 


school. We apologize for the inconve- 
nience, and share your disappointment 
with this CSU policy decision.” 


CSU students can be charged with . 


academic dishonesty if caught using 
note-sharing websites, such as Note- 
hall.com, according to Erik Fallis, a 
CSU spokesman. 

“CSU campuses handle claims 
against students, typically identified 
by a faculty member, through the CSU 
student code of conduct and the pro- 
cesses involved in any other instance 


of alleged academic dishonesty,” Fallis 
said. 

When charged with academic dis- 
honesty, students can face conse- ° 
quences including expulsion, suspen- 
sion and/or withdrawal of a degree, 
according to California State Law. 

Students shared mixed reactions 
when they first heard about the shut- 
down. 
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Black History Month begins 
The Department of Africana Studies brought Benjamin Jealous, President/CEO of the NAACP and one of the major civil 
rights leaders in the country, to lecture for the CSULB Inaugural Black History Month celebration. 


NAACE 
president talks 
stereotypes 


Benjamin Todd Jealous 
addresses misunderstandings 


about blacks. 


By Jutie CHuNnG 
Contributing Writer 


Benjamin Todd Jealous, president and CEO of 
the NAACP, encouraged blacks to acknowledge that 
they are people who understand the pain of slavery 

. and forced migration, in his speech for Black History 
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Month on Thursday. 
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Benjamin Jealous spoke about informing future generations on struggle. 


Oil trucks 


block East 


Campus 
Drive 


The trucks created 
vibrations felt 
throughout campus. 


By KyLE MoorTHart 


~ AND NoEeL LEON 


Contributing Writers 


Vibroseis trucks conducted geo- 
physical surveys on and around the Cal 
State Long Beach campus on Thurs- 
day, Friday and Saturday, causing sur- 
face ground vibrations and backing up 
traffic on East Campus Drive. 


According to Debra _ Russell, 
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Turnitin 
provides 
additional 
services 


Some departments 


_use Turnitin to 


check originality in 
graduate applications. 


By DIANA SANGLAB 


Contributing Writer 


Besides screening term papers, 
some departments at Cal State Long 
Beach use Turnitin.com to check origi- 
nality in graduate admission. applica- 
tions. 

“T can’t speak for the. other depart- 
ments, but I use Turnitin a lot when 
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CSULB students take 
the court as Laker Girls 


The girls manage 
busy schedules, deal 
with NBA lockout. 


By Vinny EARLEY 
Contributing Writer 


Cal State Long Beach senior Lindsay 
Riley balances school with long prac- 
tices and tireless dance routines every 
week so that she may appear on the 
Lakers’ court come game time. ~ 

“You really have to learn to manage 
your time,” Riley said. 

Riley, a health science major, is on 
the Laker Girls squad this season along 
with three CSULB graduates. 

As a young girl, at a friend’s cabin 
in Big Bear, Riley said she was drawn 


to the old Laker Girls posters and other 
Lakers memorabilia. 

Jennifer Albeanu, a CSULB journal- 
ism graduate, joined the Laker Girls 
this year. She said she was more excited 
than nervous during the rehearsal be- 
fore her first game. 

“There aren’t any people in the 
seats,” Albeanu said. “It’s just you and 
your Laker Girl uniform” 

Albeanu, who also works full-time at 
an equestrian center, said the CSULB 
girls are like her sisters. 

For CSULB communications and 
journalism graduate Heather Hischar, 
being a Laker Girl has been a dream of 
hers ever since she could remember. 

“T grew up in a Laker household, but 
I wasn’t a basketball fan,” Hischar said. 
“So I just watched the Laker Girls.” 

Laker Girls tryouts usually consist 
of 500 to 600 applicants who are peri- 
odically cut throughout the day, leaving 
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roughly 40 to 50 finalists. The finalists 
must then wait for a callback. 

Hischar is in her third season as a 
Laker Girl, but she said the process is 
just as nerve-wracking as ever. 

Hischar works as a dance instructor. 
She is applying to graduate schools for 
the fall to further her communications 
education. 

“T would enjoy a media relations or 
public relations position for a charitable 


organization,” Hischar said. 


Due to lengthy negotiations between 
players and owners during the off-sea- 
son, the NBA started late this year, which 
means the season will be shortened. 

For Kelsey Saunders, a CSULB 
dance graduate and first-season Laker 
Girl, the shortened season is all she 
knows. 

“We were busy right from the start,” 
Saunders said. “I’m used to being really 
busy, so it feels normal.” 

However, the NBA lockout caused 
teams to pack a lot of games into a short 
period of time. 

Hischar said the Laker Girls aren’t 
worried about the hectic schedule. 

“We’re all just really excited because 
we get to have a season,” Hischar said. 


Graduate student’s research may 
provide link to diabetes study 


Melissa Kaye Jones 
earns the Don Eden 
Graduate Student 
Research Award. 


By Har Jin LEE 


Contributing Writer 


Cal State Long Beach graduate stu- 
dent Melissa Kaye Jones recently re- 
ceived the 2012 Don Eden Graduate 
Student Research Award for her work 
with fruit fly genes that may provide a 
link to diabetes research. 

Jones used fruit flies as a model or- 
ganism because the genome has been 
sequenced, which allows for compari- 
sons to be drawn to human genes and 
human disorders, such as diabetes. 


She said she hopes her research 
can be used to model diabetic states 
by establishing that fruit flies have an 
enzyme called myo-inositol oxygen- 
ase (MIOX), which helps break down 
the sugar myo-inositol that plays an 
essential role in various biological 
processes. 

The M1OX gene is known to exist in 
mice, but this is the first study regard- 
ing the gene in fruit flies. 

“[The study involves] a gene in fruit 
flies that codes for a protein which is 
54 percent identical to the mouse oxy- 
genase (MIOX) protein and contains a 
number of features known to play a role 
in the functioning of the MIOX pro- 
tein,” Jones said. 

Jones éarned her bachelor’s degree 
in cell and molecular biology with a 
certificate in biotechnology, and is now 
working on her master’s degree in biol- 
ogy. 

“Research never goes as smoothly as 


you would like it to, but you take the 
bad with the good and keep going,” 
Jones said. 

However, she overcame troublesome 
days by getting help from her peers in 
the lab. 

“The members of our lab are very 
supportive,” Jones said. “We acknowl- 
edge the hard work it takes to.conduct 
research and everyone is always willing 
to help each other.” 

Jones is currently applying for Ph.D. 
programs. After completing her educa- 
tion, Jones said she hopes to become a 
biomedical researcher, studying gene 
translational research. 

The Don Eden Graduate Student Re- 
search Award recognizes graduate stu- 
dents in the Cal State University who 
are involved in biotechnology-related 
research, which covers topics in cel- 
lular, molecular, chemical and physi- 
cal life science studies. The maximum 
award amount is $1,750. 
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(Clockwise from top left) Lindsay Riley, Heather Hischar, Jennifer 


Albeanu and Kelsey Saunders. 
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Angie Mondragon, a senior soci- 
ology and health science double ma- 
jor, said it could be useful to share 

' notes online for students who are 
full-time workers and sometimes 
miss class. 

“It would be better to do it with 
another classmate and create a net- 
work within the class ... In regards to 
profit, it’s not the best thing,” Mon- 
dragon said.. 

Other students dismissed the con- 
cept of profiting from class notes. 

“T would agree with it more if it 
were an open forum sharing web- 
site, but-when it comes to monetary 
gain, it becomes questionable,” 
creative writing major Michael Ia- 
coucci said. 

Chegg, however, said it is fully 
compliant with California law. 

“As states vary in their stance on 
activities like note taking, we are 
working to ensure that our services 
fall within what is acceptable from 
one state to the next,” Chegg Public 
Relations Manager Gita Chandra 


said. 

Although Notehall.com is a sub- 
sidiary of Chegg, the textbook rental 
company will still keep good rela- 
tions with 49er Shops. 

Chegg is exclusively used for 
textbook rentals, and the University 
Bookstore does not have an affilia- 
tion with Notehall, according to 49er 
Shops Manager Rosa Hernandez-- 
Henderson. 

Notehall.com was not the first 
website to receive a cease-and-desist 
letter from the CSU. 

In fall 2010, NoteUtopia received 
a similar letter. 

According to the Chronicle of 
Higher Educaiton, the CSU sent 
the San Francisco-based company a 
cease-and-desist letter on Sept. 21, 
2010. 

The Chronicle also reported that 
the CSU sent out systemwide emails 
warning students that selling notes 
online violates the law and could re- 
sult in expultion. 

Ryan Stevens, a former Cal State 
Scaremento student and founder of 
NoteUtopia, told the Chronicle then 
that he thought note-sharing was a 
“students’ right issue.” 
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“Let [our future generations] un- 
derstand how you and those who came 
before you confront struggles of your 
day, so they know how to confront the 
struggles of their day,” Jealous said. 
“The tactics may change, but the need 
for courage ... never changes.” 


Jealous also addressed the twisted 
truth of stereotypes and poverty that 
Americans have been brought up to be- 
lieve about blacks. 

“When I say crack, people think 
black,” Jealous said. “But here’s the 
crazy part ... 15 percent of people using 
crack are black, 65 percent are white, 5 
percent of those busted for using crack 
are white.” 

During the open question portion of 


the presentation, students asked for ad- 
vice on how to stay in school and find 
jobs while the cost of education contin- 
ues to rise. 

Jealous challenged the audience to 
find jobs that meet one’s skills. He said 
there are still jobs in this country and 
there is education to be found in one’s 
local community college, so students 
will have to take risks to get their career 
and education started. 
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He reminded students that their fam- 
ily members took “greater risks for less 
opportunity,” in harsher conditions. 

“T feel that this event was pertinent 
for CSULB students because we need- 
ed a speaker like this from the NAACP 
headquarters,” said Trevon Williams, 
member of the NAACP College Chap- 
ter. “It’s not often that we can get a 
speaker of such magnitude here on the 
campus to share what’s going on with 


the country.” 

In continuation of Black History 
Month, the 13th annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. event will be held in the Uni- 
versity Student Union on Feb. 9,’ 

“Black History Month is an event 
that affects all people, not just black 
Americans,” Vice President of the 
NAACP College Chapter Stephen 
Crawford said. “This is an event that 
has brought us where we are today.” 


Come to the Daily 49er office at 
SSPA-004 to talk with the editors. 


Questions? Contact Zien Halwani, Editor in Chief, 


at eicd49er@gmail.com or (562) 985-7998 


Must be enrolled as a student at CSULB and have a Social Security card. 
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Graduate student’s research may 
provide link to diabetes study 


Melissa Kaye Jones 
earns the Don Eden 
Graduate Student 
Research Award. 


By Hae Jin LEE 


Contributing Writer 


Cal State Long Beach graduate stu- 
dent Melissa Kaye Jones recently re- 
ceived the 2012 Don Eden Graduate 
Student Research Award for her work 
with fruit fly genes that may provide a 
link to diabetes reséarch. 

Jones used fruit flies as a model or- 
ganism because the genome has been 
sequenced, which allows for compari- 
sons to be drawn to human genes and 
human disorders, such as diabetes. 


Kerin Suchoki, MBA, 2012 


Argyros School of Business and Economics 


She said she hopes her research can 
be used to model diabetic states by es- 
tablishing that fruit flies have an en- 
zyme called myo-inositol oxygenase 
(MIOX), which hetps break down the 
sugar myo-inositol that plays an essen- 
tial role in various biological processes. 

The MIOX gene is known to exist in 
mice, but this is the first study regard- 
ing the gene in fruit flies. 

“TThe study involves] a gene in fruit 
flies that codes for a protein which is 


54 percent identical to the mouse oxy-' 


genase (MIOX) protein and contains a 
number of features known to play a role 
in the functioning of the MIOX pro- 
tein,” Jones said. 

Jones earned her bachelor’s degree 
in cell and molecular biology with a 
certificate in biotechnology, and is néw 
working on her master’s degree in biol- 
ogy. 

“Research never goes as smoothly as 
you would like it to, but you take the 


bad with the good and keep going,” 
Jones said. : 

However, she overcame troublesome 
days by getting help from her peers in 
the lab. 

“The members of our ‘lab are very 
supportive,” Jones said. “We acknowl- 
edge the hard work it takes to conduct 
research and everyone is always willing 
to help each other.” 

Jones is currently applying for Ph.D. 
programs. After completing her educa- 
tion, Jones said she hopes to become a 
biomedical researcher, studying gene 
translational research. 

The Don Eden Graduate Student Re- 
search Award recognizes graduate stu- 
dents in the Cal State University who 
are involved. in biotechnology-related 
research, which covers topics in cellu- 
lar, molecular, chemical and physical 
life science studies. 

The maximum award amount is 
$1,750. 
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director of community development, 
the geophysical survey trucks send 
minor vibrations into the earth in or- 
der to obtain the necessary data. 

“You can definitely feel the vibra- 
tions,” she said. 

But as far as damage, she said the 
survey is conducted within strict sci- 
entific measures to assure safety. 


The equipment used was rede- 


signed to reduce physical impact on 
residents, although vibrations can be 
felt. 

“We are working with the newest 
technology.” Russell said. 

Sally Hollis, an information pro- 
vider on the site, said there are usu- 
ally few complaints during the op- 
eration. 

“Sometimes people complain when 
they aren’t notified,” she said. 

The residents.of the campus dorms 
didn’t seem to mind as they ate and 
socialized in the Residence Dining 

_ Hall during the activity. 

Markus ‘Rossil, a sophomore psy- 
chology major, sarcastically yelled 
“earthquake” as he felt the vibrations 
while eating lunch. 

The survey was conducted on 
Thursday, taking place on Stearns 
Street, between Vuelta Grande Av- 
enue and Bellflower Boulevard. 

On Friday, the trucks operated on 
the CSULB campus south of the Pyra- 
mid at three different locations. Sat- 
urday, it took place west of the Pyra- 
mid at five different locations. 

Each survey lasted approximately 
15 minutes and occurred within the 
hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 

The most recent geological survey 
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looking at applications, since it catch- 
es more [plagiarized material] than 
I can at times,” said Elaine Frey, as- 
sistant economics professor. “It’s a 
win-win, since I could verify things 
easily.” 

Others said they don’t need that 
extra step. = 

“To be honest, we use it on oc- 
casion,” said Cory Wright, assistant 
philosophy professor. “We usually 
just spot check applications if they’re 
on the borderline, but it’s usually very 
obvious and we have a group of ex- 
perts, all of whom have post-bacca- 
laureate degrees, that take a look at 
them. That, and if the student can’t 
write, they wouldn’t get accepted 
any way.” 

Wright does use Turnitin for his 
classes, however. 

“J mean, there are things it can do 


that we can’t, with the algorithms and - 


all, but there have been times when 
I’ve caught some things that it didn’t,” 
Wright said. “It’s obviously not per- 
fect ... just somewhat helpful.” 
CSULB pays an average of $30,000 
each year for Turnitin services, ac- 


was in the spring of 2010. The cur- 
rent examination had already been 
performed throughout most of Long 
Beach. 

The surveys, sponsored by Signal 
Hill Petroleum, were conducted to 
collect data regarding oil resource 
potential. 

The discovery of oil reservoirs 
does not necessarily mean oil drill- 
ing will occur in residential ar- 
eas. New reserves can be accessed 
through existing oil wells outside of 
these areas. 

However, according to San Joaquin 
Valley Geology, 82 percent of wells 
will never produce oil. . 

Although the surveys are being 
conducted for business-related petro- 
leum purposes, data is also collected 
on Long Beach’s geological structure. 
The surveys can detect potential fault 
lines underground. 

Multiple geophysical survey trucks 
are used to map the earth’s crust with 
sophisticated computer equipment to 
generate a 3-D image. 

According to the company’s web- 
site, certain information obtained will 
be shared with several government 
agencies and universities includ- 
ing CSULB’s Geological Sciences 
department, Cal Tech’s Center for 
Earthquakes and the U.S. Geological 
Survey. 

The information is limited accord- 
ing to. what Signal Hill Petroleum 
deems as research data, whereas all 
business information is withheld. 
CSULB will receive information on 
the geological structures mapped in 
the surveys. 

The information obtained is ex- 
pected to provide an unprecedented 
understanding of the area’s geological 
structure and its potential faulting. 


cording to Leslie Kennedy, director 
of instructional technical support 
services. — 

“There’s no extra charge for stu- 
dents, but this price is based on the 
discount that is from the CSU sys- 
tem’s consolidation,” Kennedy said. 
“We don’t formally ask professors 
how effective Turnitin is, but it’s a 
given since it’s being used.” 

Last year, there were 19 cases of 
plagiarism that were reported to the 
office of judicial affairs, and some 
of them were “definitely” related to 
Turnitin, according to Administrative 
Support Coordinator Mary Sanchez. 

Students can expect to begin using 
additional services through Turnitin. 

GradeMark, a product that allows 
professors to mark up papers directly 
via Turnitin, and PeerMark, a product 
that allows students to anonymously 
provide feedback for each others’ es- - 
says, are now officially included in 
CSULB’s license with Turnitin. 

Still, students at CSULB will not 
be able to immediately use the tool. 

Desire2Learn must first imple- 
ment it with Beachboard, which can 
take a long time due to complex cod- 
ing, according to Kennedy, who can- 
not estimate when PeerMark will be 
available. 
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Just as quickly as they announced 
plans to withdraw funding from 
Planned Parenthood, Susan G. Komen 
For the Cure reversed their decision 
after an 
intense 
public 
outcry. 
It’s suspected that Komen For the 
Cure agreed to cut funding to Planned 
Parenthood after folding under politi- 
cal pressure from conservatives. After 
social networking sites like Facebook, 
Twitter and Komen’s own web site 
blew up with angry comments, the 
corporation reversed their decision. It 
is unfortunate that a company like Ko- 
men, that is supposed to be dedicated 
to improving women’s health, could 
give in so easily to public pressure 
instead of firmly standing its ground. 

Spokespeople for the agency origi- 
nally stated that Komen had adopted 
anew policy that required them to cut 
funding to any group that was under a 
federal investigation. Planned Parent- 
hood, a long-time thorn in the side of 
conservative Republicans, has been 
under a federal investigation after al- 
legations — from Republicans — that 
the group used federal money to fund 
abortions. Planned Parenthood has 
vehemently denied those accusations. 

When Komen announced plans to 
quit funding Planned Parenthood, it 
seemed to come out of nowhere and 
the backlash was immediate. Twit- 
ter and Facebook blew up with angry 
comments from users. 

Following the announcement, 26 
U.S. senators signed a letter to Komen 
calling for them to reverse the decision 


Our VIEW 


and seven Komen affiliates in California all denounced the decision 
as well. In the three days between the initial announcement and the 
reversal, Planned Parenthood raised $3 million and gained 10,000 
new Facebook fans. Obviously, the public was not in support of Ko- 
men’s decision, which is why they reversed their plan so quickly. 
Komen ambassador Nancy G. Brinker stated on Friday that the 
organization wanted to “apologize to the American public for re- 
cent decisions that cast doubt upon our commitment to our mission 


of saving women’s lives.” 


first place. 


It is good that Komen decided to reverse the decision, and it 
is even better to see an organization really take into account the 
opinions of their public, but if they were truly committed to saving 
women’s lives they would not have decided to cut funding in the 


Planned Parenthood does administer abortions, it is true, but 
they also provide affordable birth control, perform physicals, and 
give flu shots. Planned Parenthood also performed over 4 million 
breast exams over the last five years and 170,000 of those exams 


CHANGES Directs On 


Wirk THE WINES 


were a result of funds from Komen. Clearly the two have a history 
of providing quality healthcare for women, so Komen’s decision to 
cut funding didn’t even make sense. 

If Komen really did succumb to political pressure from conser- 


vative Republicans, that is a shame and no organization should al- 


low themselves to be pressured into something that leaves millions 
of women’s health and safety hanging in the balance. It is great that 
Komen responded to the public outcry and reversed their decision, 

but it should-not have happened in the first place. 


Emergence of digital media has devalued physical books | 


One technology that has been just as detrimen- 
tal as it has been productive is electronic books. 
With the increasing amount of books being avail- 
able on the iPad and Kindle, there is a certain loss 
of authenticity to the reading experience. 

. From a student’s perspective its easy to see 
how the Kindle has made learning that much 
easier simply in the amount of books you drag to 
school every day compared to the old days. 

The fact that the iPad allows you to highlight, 
read out loud, makes notes and look up words on 
the Internet without having to do anything other 
than tap your finger on the screen is a blessing. 

There is a new sense of interactivity between 
a reader and the book by allowing the reader to 
customize the font and visual aspect of it to best 
suit the reader’s need. : 

Another great thing is the fact that you can 
organize your library so you cari always find your 
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books and even your PDFs. 

That being said, books are being devalued in 
the sense that books are cheaper, which seems 
convenient but mean a loss for authors. 

Many may argue that authors should write 
books because they. love writing but let’s face it, 
it’s a job regardless. Would you enjoy the career 
you are studying for if you 
were doing practically for 
free? 

In a world where books 
are all digital, libraries will 
be the first ones to suffer when students will no 
longer be able to go and borrow books that they 
may not afford. Deeper down, a library for many 
is a refuge to learn that sometimes is not always 
found elsewhere and with books around it helps to 
legitimize that experience. 

Part of what makes reading so amazing is the 
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smell of the pages as you turn them and remind 
you of what you are holding: inspiration. If you 
are lucky to be holding an older edition of a book, 
the strength of the smell is indicative of how it’s 
survived time. Tablets seem great for many pur- 
poses but reading classic literature is much more 
authentic to do with a real book as their authors 
intended them. 

Your book will never run out 
of battery or have that spinning 
beach ball that Apple products 


have to impede you from access- 


ing that book. ; 

Also, the loss of physical books hurts those 
who will not able to access e-readers such as the 
Kindle, Nook or the iPad. 

Besides, just imagine the worst-case scenario 
in which your e-reader is stolen. What then? If 
this is how you have all your books you just lost 
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every single one of them. 

E-books are like sketches in the fashion indus- 
try, there is nothing to replace the tangibility of 
it. The sizes and packaging that creates variety in 
books is lost when they are enclosed to a screen. 
Not to mention one of the reasons bookstores are 
going out of business is the fact that less people 
are going to buy books. 

When you go in to a bookstore you can select 
a different edition and once you’ve made that 
choice it is like picking out that perfect accessory. 
The tablet will never replace that because you 
will never be able to hold it in your hand. 

As Chanel’s creative director, Karl Lagerfield 
says “Books are a hard-bound drug with no 
danger of an overdose. I am the happy victim of 
books.” 

Nayeli Carillo is a senior journalism major 
and contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 
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Republican presidential candidates leave much to be desired 


It’s official — the Republican Party is in sham- 
bles. This poor collection of candidates is really 
the best group of potential presidents the party 
could muster together? After the whole Sarah _ 
Palin debacle pretty much ended any hope the 
Republicans had last time around, I had expected 
the party to get back on track. I was wrong. 


While I am a registered Democrat with mostly - 


Libertarian leanings, I have voted for Republican 
presidents in the past because I judge a candidate 
based on his merit as a human, not by what party 
backs him. 

The only thing is that none of these candidates 
that the Republicans have chosen are very ap- 
pealing. Each one seems to be either a walking. - 
contradiction or a prime example of what’s wrong 
with conservatism in America. 

The latest gaffe among all the potentials was 
obviously Mitt Romney’s comment about poor 
people and how he is “not concerned” about 
them. After making the comment on CNN dur- 
ing an interview the inevitable storm followed. 


Romney instantly claimed he “misspoke” and that 
the comment was taken out of context. Perhaps 
that is true and it was just a series of unfortunate 
missteps. 

The fact of the matter is that those words were 
spoken by Romney, and it sounds just a tad bit 
disingenuous to the American public when a rich 
Republican says things like this. The problem 
with this is that Romney hasn’t been the only 
candidate to insert his 
foot deeply within his 
own mouth. 

Rick Santorum is a 
perfect emulation of the 
holier-than-thou Catholic who knows everything 
about “what’s wrong with America” and how to 
fix it. What really bugs me about Santorum is 
what he said in an article he wrote in 2002 to the 
web site Catholic Online. In the article, Santo- 
rum pontificates on the Roman Catholic Church 
sex scandal which was making waves at the time, 
and claimed that “it is no surprise that Boston, a 


seat of academic, political and cultural liberalism 
in America, lies at the center of the storm.” 

Here we have a presidential candidate who 
believes that liberalism itself contributed to the 
scandal. What a tired and unfounded argument. 

So progressivism and everything that lib- 
eralism encompasses somehow translates to a’ 
proclivity by officials in the Catholic Church to 
molest altar boys? Maybe it’s just me, but I don’t 

see the connection. 
And of course, who could 


GERRY WACHOVSKY forget Newt Gingrich? What 


better candidate is there 

to represent a party based 
on family values and moral righteousness than 
aman who is currently on his third marriage? 
And, like every good Catholic, he, too, is here to 
promote the gospel and the word of Jesus Christ. 
Gingrich, appearing in Ohio last year, said, “In 
America, religious belief is being challenged 
by a cultural elite trying to create a secularized 
America, in which God is driven out of public 


life.” Surprise! Yet another candidate who wants 
to force religion down the throat of every person 
in the country. 

Rounding out this list is Ron Paul, the one 
candidate who doesn’t have a huge shot at the 
presidency, but is probably the most respectable 
guy in the bunch. The one thing that impresses 
me about Paul is his willingness in the past to 
question whether he was truly a Republican. 

In an age when the Republican Party has 
progressed into one of crazed religious fanatics 
and snobs perched firmly atop their moral high- 
horses, it’s refreshing to see one who at least has 
the boldness to question it. And because of this, 
of course, he is last in the-polls. 

I’m not saying that Democrats are any better 
than Republicans but I will say one thing that 
seems to be incredibly obvious — President 
Obama doesn’t have much to worry about in 
seeking his re-election. 

Gerry Wachovsky is a graduate-student and 
columnist for the Daily 49er. 


Electronic music has entered the mainstream consciousness 


-Electronic music has seemed to have taken 
over the social scene at such a fast pace that it’s 
now hard to remember what life was like without 
it. There used to be a time where fans had to es- 
sentially look high and low for a decent club that 
played techno music. 

Although techno music has been around for 
quite some time, in recent years it has really tak- 
en off, swaying the interests and desires of DJ’s, 
night clubs, and the music world. Techno fans no 
longer have to venture to “underground” raves or 


alternative hipster LA to hear their favorite tunes; 


instead they can just switch on the radio to 102.7 
or any other mainstream station. 

However, although we Americans think that 
we have jumped the gun with the techno band- 


wagon, we’ve merely slowly but surely followed 
in Europe’s footsteps. 

Having been in London this past summer and 
experiencing the night life, I can definitely say 
that their whole night life culture is imyacesedt in ~ 
an electronic world. 

Every club, bar, restaurant, 
and even grocery store plays 
some varied playlist consist- 
ing of Calvin Harris, Tiesto, 
Swedish House Mafia, and 
many other techno masters; you couldn’t get away 
from it if you tried. Unlike here in the US, where 
electronic music has served as a larger than life 
musical movement, electronic music is simply 
just part of the European lifestyle. 
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Nonetheless, the impact that this genre has 
made on the music world can be measured in a 
variety of ways. The once almost alternative 
style of music has become so mainstream and 
accepted by not only the public, but other artists, 
that I can guarantee that almost all of the most 
popular hip hop songs have 
been mashed up with some 
sort of beat to create a remix. 

Not to mention, the 
popularity of music festivals 
featuring electronic music has sky rocketed 
and enabled a great deal of variety and festivals 
throughout the year. 

In addition, Coachella, which has always 


seemed to be the playground of almost every type 


vehicle, new or pre-owned. 
Over 500 to choose from! 


We stock all makes and models. 


just 1.5 miles North of campus on 
Bellflower Blvd & We’re Open ‘Til Midnight! 
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of music, is featuring a great deal of popular elec- 
tronic names this year such as Sweedish House 
Mafia, Afrojack, David Guetta, Kaskade, Avici, 
Porter Robinson, and Calvin Harris. In basic 
words, this is a dream come true for any techno 
music fan. 

Not only do they get to see all these amazing 
artists over three days, but they don’t have to go 
to arave to see them. The large amount of techno 
artists being featured at Coachella, virtually the 
most epic musical experience offered, demon- 
strates that techno music has most definitely 
made its mark and most likely will be around for 
a while. 

Emily Andrews is a senior journalism student 
and contributing writer for the Daily 49er. 
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First Fridays event begins 


‘mediocre, ends like a party 


The monthly event 
celebrated Mardi 
Gras with a variety 
of music, art and 
entertainment. 


By JULIAN CABRERA 


Contributing Writer *® 


February is usually known as the 
time of the year where couples can 
openly show their affections. These 
people . usually shower each other 
with red, white and pink rose petals. 
However, Long Beach took a different 
approach to the month of love last week 
and instead chose to celebrate Mardi 
Gras for its monthly First Fridays. 

The opening hours of First Fridays 
were filled with children running up 
and down Atlantic Avenue, looking 
for balloon animals and scaring other 
pedestrians while wearing their Mardi 
Gras masks. 

The biggest crowd of people gathered 
in front of the Aura Thai and Bella 
Pizza LB restaurants. The Milikan 
High School Jazz Band performed 
swinging hits for people to shake their 
hips to. Unfortunately, the crowd that 
gathered was only filled with parents 
with cameras in their hands trying to 
capture another moment of their child’s 
breakthrough performance. 

There was no _ dancing, no 


movement. Instead, the crowd just 
stood around, looking at each other 
with glazed over looks. It was like 
winter had frozen people to look 
blank and emotionless. 

Atlantic Avenue seemed rather 
mundane and dead because it felt like 
there were no adults in sight. 

Around 7:30 p.m., people started to 
gather in front of The Expo. The usual 
art was housed in the inside, but it was 
nothing too special. However, some 
of the attendees looked like they were 
ready to go to a costume party. 

One man had a crown and cape, as if 


. he was ready to speak to his kingdom. 


Another woman wore a corset with 
a bush of feathers covering her butt, 
ready to do the can-can with her long, 
stocking-covered legs. Children were 
busy playing with each other, while 
tigers and butterflies covered their 
faces. 

Although it was uncommon to see 
those kinds of things inside an art 
exhibit, outside The Expo was a whole 
different story. 

Dozens of people were dressed up 
ready to participate in the 2012 Long 
Beach Mardi Gras Parade. Men, 
women, and children were dressed up 
to march on Atlantic Avenue and were 
ready to dance with the band that was 
going to march with them. 

The sounds from the horns provided 
a deep, jolly melody for people to 
bounce to. The jubilant laughter from 
children and the screams of joy from 
the adults. added to the music making 
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Hot Club du Bop performs at the February First Fridays event on Feb. 3 in Bixby Knolls. 


the event a lively spectacle. 

Employees from the stores up and 
down Atlantic Avenue threw beads at 
the wild cast of people. The chaos that 


ensued looked like a tiger clawing at its 


first live prey of the day. 
Although 
pretty mediocre, the rest of the night 


the night started off 


descended into a partying state of mind. 

For more 
upcoming First Fridays in Long Beach, 
visit firstfridayslongbeach.com. 
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‘Chronicle’ film an ‘innovative 
entry into superhero genre 


The film’s “found 
footage” style is 
intriguing and shows 
events in a way that 
might not otherwise 
be seen. 


By Matt Gripri 
Staff Writer 


Human emotion can be a danger- 
ous thing. That’s why it’s surprising 
that in most movies, people who are 
given superpowers are able to keep 
themselves from losing control. In 
Josh Trank’s debut film “Chronicle,” 
he shows viewers that not all humans 
would be able to handle limitless 
power. 

Andrew (Dane DeHaan) is a shy 
high school teenager in Washing- 
ton who starts to film everything in 
his life when he finds an old camera. 
He is not very popular and his only 
real friend is his cousin Matt (Alex 
Russell), who drives him to school. 
After Matt drags Andrew to a party 
in a barn, they meet up with Steve 
(Michael B. Jordan), the very popu- 
lar school jock, and find a hole in the 
ground that leads to a strange glowing 
rock. 

What happens underground is nev- 
er really explained, due to the “found 
footage” nature of the film, which 
only allows the audience to see what 
Andrew is filming. After the incident, 
Andrew, Matt and Steve are given 
telekinetic powers, which they use to 
play pranks on people. The more they 
use the powers, the more powerful 
they become. 

This film accomplishes what the 
2008 film “Hancock” couldn’t, by 


showing what would happen if a per- 
son had superpowers but had no inter- 
est in being a hero. Using the powers 
to save people never really crosses 
these kids’ minds like it usually 
would in a film like this. Instead, the 
powers help to build their friendship 


with each other, and to make Andrew 


feel like he belongs. 

_The film does an interesting job ex- 
ploring the character of Andrew, even 
though he spends most of the film 
behind the camera. Viewers see a lot 
of Andrew’s upsetting home life. He 
has a drunk and abusive father, and 
his mother is deathly ill. Without any 
money to pay for his mother’s medi- 
cation, the situation worsens. 

The “found footage” genre is a 
fairly new one. The first mainstream 
found footage film was the 1999 hor- 
ror film “The Blair Witch Project.” 
In recent years, films like “Clover- 
field” and “Paranormal Activity” 
have almost run the gimmick into the 
ground. The 
problem with 
this genre is 
that it requires 
the characters 
to constantly 
justify the fact 
that they never 
put down the 
camera. In oo 
“Chronicle” 


this usually : 
works. How- Ashley Hinshaw. _ 
ever, there are Rated: PG-13 | 


a few instances 
where it be- 
comes distract- 
ing. 

The worst 
example of this is the character of 
Casey (Ashley Hinshaw), Matt’s love 
interest. She also conveniently films 
everything in her life. Her explana- 
tion is that it’s for her blog, but in re- 
ality it’s clearly just an excuse to have 


; Starring: Dane DeHaan, Alex 
Russel, Michael B. Jordan and 


___ Opens: Feb. 3, 2012, _ 


ALAN MARKFIELD 


Andrew (Dane DeHaan) succumbs to his darker nature as his tele- 


kinetic powers become stronger. 


a camera on Matt when Andrew isn’t 
in the scene. 

Despite these small problems, the 
film really starts to find its footing in 
the third act when things start to go 
wrong. The finale of 
the film is spectacu- 
lar to watch, and the 
found footage .as- 
pect is used incred- 
ibly well, jump- 
ing from security 
cameras to camera 
phones and news 
helicopters. It -is 
thrilling to see the 
finale of a super- 
hero film through 
the eyes of the spec- 
tators, and it em- 
phasizes the actual 
destruction that is 
going on around the 
characters. 

“Chronicle” is an exciting and 
surprising entry into the superhero 
genre. After a year of disappointing 
to mediocre Marvel superhero films, 
it is refreshing to see something in- 
novative with the idea of superpow- 


ers. Even through its science fiction 
premise, the film manages to depict 
a fairly accurate version of modern 
teenage life, and how a young per- 
son can feel alone even when he has 
friends. : 


CHRONICLE 


_Davis ENTERTAINMENT 
“Chronicle” opened Friday. 


ampus 
alendar 


Feb. 6 


Student Art Galleries 

The Department of Art 
présents metals:group ex- 
hibit; fiber; printmaking; and 
drawing and painting group 
exhibits in the student art gal- 
leries from noon to 5 p.m. The 
-galleries are located between 
the FA2 and FA3 buildings. 
Admission is free. 


The Music Guild 

The Bob Cole Conservatory 
of Music presents The Music 
Guild, Carpe Diem String 
Quartet at 8 p.m. in the Gerald 
Daniel Recital Hall. Tickets 
are $7 for students and $10 for 
general admission. 


Networking workshop 

The Career Development 
Center presents “Networking 
Beyond Business Cards” at 1 
p.m. The Career Development 
Center is located in room 250 in 
Brotman Hall. The workshop is 
free for students. 


Steampunk Warehouse 

1333 showcases Steampunk 

art in the “Steampunk Mixed 

Media Art Show” from 11 a.m. } 
to 7 p.m. Warehouse 1333 is | 
located at 1333 Redondo Ave. | 
Admission is free. 


Happy hour | 
McKenna’s on the Bay'will 

host its happy hour from 3 - 7 

p.m. Happy hour will feature $7 

bar menu and drink specials. 

McKenna’s on the Bay is located 

at 190 N. Marina Dr. 


Follow us on Twitter: 
@D49erDiversions 
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Student Advertising Manager 


~ Bea part of the Official Award 


Winning Campus Newspaper 

The Daily 49er 

Manage, motivate and train a team 
of advertising sales representatives 
to make sales calls on prospective 
advertising clients. Must be an 
enthusiastic, self-motivated 


» individual and have great 


communication and people skills. 

Responsibilities include: 

+ Oversee operations of the 
advertising department 

+ Hire sales staff 

+ Train and mentor sales team 

+ Hold weekly sales meetings 

- Establish sales goals for staff. 

+ Interact with design team 

+ Meet personal monthly revenue 
goals set by general manager 

+ Make sales calls on a daily basis 


Hourly wage plus commission 
based on achieving goal 

Must have some sales/marketing 
experience 


For further information or to 
apply contact Beverly Munson at 
562/985-5736 bmunson@csulb.edu 
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Caffey sparks ‘Niners: 


Guard Mike Caffey 
scored seven straight 
points to guide the 
49ers to victory. 


‘By DEvIN UGLAND 


Sports Editor 


The Long Beach State men’s basket- 
ball team is lucky that freshman guard 
Mike Caffey decided to insert some 
dominance of his own Saturday night. 

The ‘Niners just couldn’t seem shake 
the feisty Matadors of Cal State North- 
ridge. LBSU defeated the Matadors, 
75-67 Saturday night in front of a crowd 
of 4,007 at Walter Pyramid — staying 
perfect in Big West Conference play. 

Caffey came to the rescue once again, 
scoring seven straight points to single- 
handedly give the “Niners a 65-56 lead 
with 5:23 remaining in the game. 

“Tt was just in the game flow,” Caffey 
said. “I got a bucket, and then we got 
a stop. Then we came down and I was 
wide Open and Larry [Anderson] saw 
me, and I found my shot and made it.” 

Caffey’s seven straight points 
sparked an 11-2 run which helped LBSU 
finally close the door on the Matadors. 

The ‘Niners had to fight hard for this 
win, where back and forth play was at 
its finest. 

LBSU head coach Dan Monson said 
his team is to blame for such a close 
outcome, but a lot of credit should be 


given to CSUN. 

“We definitely took a step back to- 
day, and we didn’t play as well as we 
wanted to,” he said. “You have to give 
Northridge credit, I thought they did a 
great job. We could never break them, 
we couldn’t get separation, but we 
didn’t have a good focus tonight.” 

Monson added: “Obviously we won 
today, but we have to continue to get 
better, and today we took a step back.” 

LBSU opened the second half on an 
11-2 run, giving them their biggest lead 
of the contest, 54-43. Northridge tied 
the game at 54 with an 11-0 run of their 
own. 

The ‘Niners held a 58-56 lead wheff 
Caffey pushed the lead back out.to nine 
with his late scoring barrage. 

“He [Caffey] was huge,” Monson 
said. “He had seven straight points 
there in the gut of the game, and we 
needed them all.” 

Five 49ers scored in double figures 
on the evening, with senior guard 
Casper Ware not being one of them as 


- he struggled from the field on the eve- 


ning. Ware scored just five points on 2 
of 15 shooting, including just 1 of 10 
from 3-point range. 

Senior guard Larry Anderson led the 

way for the Beach, scoring 16 points on 
4 of 9 shooting, hitting on 6 of 10 from 
the free throw line. 
+ Senior forward T.J. Robinson came 
up with another double-double despite 
being plagued with foul trouble in the 
first half. Robinson scored 14 points 
and pulled down 11 rebounds. 

Junior wing James Ennis scored 
11 of his 13 points in the opening pe- 
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past CSUN | 


riod, while Caffey scored all of his 11 
points in the second half. Senior Eu- 
gene Phelps scored 12 points on 4 of 10 
shooting, but connected on just 4 of 14 
from the charity stripe. 

As a team, The Beach shot just 41.4 
percent (23 of 56) from the field, while 
connecting on just 31.8 (7 of 22) percent 
of the three-point attempts. 

The “Niners had no answer for soph- 
omore guard Josh Greene as he did 
most of the damage for the Matadors, 
scoring 26 points on 8 of 15 shooting, 
including 4 of 5. from behind the arc 
and 6 of 8 from the free throw line. 

The 49ers offense looked sharp to 
open the contest, taking a 12-4 advan- 


tage in the first three minutes of the - 


game. 
CSUN answered back with five 
straight, bringing the lead down to just 
three, 12-9. Neither team lead by more 
than five for the rest of the half. 
The Matadors were able to keep it 


~ close behind 13 points from sophomore 


guard Josh Greene. Greene dropped 13 
on 4 of 5 shooting, including a perfect 3 
of 3 from beyond the arc. 

Northridge was able to keep close 
with LBSU through the first half, trail- 
ing by just two, 37-35 at the break. 

The ‘Niners played the last 11:40 of 
the opening period without Robinson, 
who picked a quick second foul. 

Ennis paced the “Niners in the opening 
period, scoring 11 points on 4 of 6 shoot- 
ing, including 3 of 4 from 3-point range. 

The 49ers will be back in action on 
Thursday, when they head up north to 
take on Pacific. Tip-off is scheduled for 
7:30 p.m. . 
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Freshman guard Mike Caffey, right, drives past CSUN defender 
Vinnie McGhee Saturday night at the Walter Pyramid. 
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